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09 10 04 11 08 07 10 11 07 08 03 09Cell culture of bone cell line MC3T3-E1 in chick embryo bone-
forming matrix. As an adjunct to studies of the mechanisms by which the skeleton develops, a cell

culture system for skeletal tissues is needed. A method for growing an osteoblastic cell line in a
novel, 3D bone-forming matrix is described. The novel bone-forming matrix, a reconstituted fibrin

gel, provides a solid environment conducive to attachment, growth, and differentiation of MC3T3-E1
osteoblastic cells. In addition to forming cells on the surface of the matrix, osteoblast growth was
observed in the fibrin gel itself. Based upon data from immunocytochemistry, quantitative reverse
transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction, and in situ hybridization, genes previously shown to be
expressed in bone-forming cells in vivo were expressed in similar patterns in bone cell cultures.

Other unique characteristics of osteoblasts in this system include an alkaline phosphatase-positive
phenotype, accumulation of type I collagen in the extracellular matrix, and secretory function.

Importantly, in response to osteogenic growth factor treatment, MC3T3-E1 cells in the fibrin gel had
increased alkaline phosphatase activity, mineralized type I collagen fibrils, and increased

proliferative capacity. These findings support the use of the novel cell culture system as a research
tool for the study of bone.Tuesday, February 26, 2012 SCAM ALERT: Several WRSM Bloggers

received a message that was presumably sent by Paul Becker, CEO of Europe based insolvency
company, Companies of Mergers and Acquisitions (CMAs). In the message, Paul suggests several
bloggers for a "Welcome to the WRSM" blogpost here: We are contacting you to inquire about the

possibility of doing an article for the World Resilience Summit to be held in May 2012 in Amsterdam.
We are working on several solutions for the Summit and would like to invite you to be a part of the
call at 11:00 CET, 26 February 2012, when we can discuss the topic with you. You may rest assured
that you will be participating on one way or the other. Monday, February 18, 2012 I was wondering if

you would
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